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Other Signs of Financial Exploitation 
The elderly client has recently signed papers without 
realizing their purpose: 

Large withdrawals are made from the elderly 
client’s accounts, or checks drawn on the elderly 
person’s account are returned for insufficient 
funds; 

The elderly person relinquishes ownership of her 
home; or 

The caretaker is evasive when asked about 
financial plans, or the caretaker asks only 
questions about finances, but no personal 
questions about the elderly client. 

 
Financial Exploitation Frequently is Difficult to 
Detect 
Usually by the time financial exploitation is 
discovered, the assets are depleted.  The exploiting 
person argues that the elderly victim made a gift of the 
assets, making it difficult to prove the 
exploitation.  Often, the exploitation is accomplished 
through the use of a (joint checking account or durable 
power of attorney) which cloaks the transaction with 
at least the appearance of legitimacy.  
 
The perpetrator has the victim sign a durable power of 
attorney or change the bank account into a joint 
account so the perpetrator can pay the victim’s bills; 
instead the perpetrator pays her own personal bills 
and empties the victim’s accounts.  These accounts 
usually represent a lifetime of savings that cannot be 
recouped. 
 
The perpetrator gets the confused and incapacitated 
victim to sign documents, including a power of 
attorney (POA) or new will, under threat or fraud; in 
some cases, the perpetrator forges the client’s 
signature on documents. 
 
The Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1991 is a 
series of laws found in the New Jersey Code of 
Criminal Justice. It prohibits the treatment of elderly 
persons in a number of specified ways.  A violation is a 
criminal act. 
 
Please contact Fred Niemann if you suspect elder 
abuse.  Call toll-free (855) 376-5291. 

Elder abuse and exploitation in New Jersey 

has reached epidemic proportions.  There are 

steps you can take to protect these elderly and 

vulnerable people by reading this important 

brochure written by one of Central Jersey’s 

best known elder law attorneys. 



Domestic elder abuse generally refers to the 
abuse of an elder by someone with a special 
relationship ( a spouse, a sibling, a child, a 
friend, a caregiver or fiduciary, i.e. Power of 
Attorney or Guardian), that occurs in the 
elder’s home, or elsewhere. 
 
There are four basic categories of elder abuse: 
•        Domestic elder abuse 
•        Institutional elder abuse 
•        Self –neglect or self-abuse 
•        Financial Exploitation 
 
Abandonment is defined as the desertion of 
an elderly person by an individual who has 
assumed responsibility for providing care, or 
by a person with physical custody  - “Granny 
dumping”.   
 
Signs and symptoms of abandonment include: 

the desertion of an elder at a hospital, a 
nursing facility, or other similar institution 
with no intention of returning 
the desertion of an elder at a shopping 
center or other public location  
an elder's own report of being abandoned.  

 
Institutional abuse generally refers to abuse 
that occurs in a residential facility for older 
persons (e.g., nursing homes, assisted living 
residences, residential healthcare facilities, or 
rooming board and care facilities).   
 
Involuntary seclusion is defined as a 
separation of a resident from other residents, 
or from his or her room (with or without 
roommates), against the resident’s will, or the 
will of the resident’s legal representative.  
Emergency or short term monitored separation 
will not be considered involuntary seclusion.  
 
 

 Self –neglect is characterized as behavior that 
threatens his/her own health or safety.  Self-
neglect is generally a refusal or failure to carry 
out one or more activities of daily living, ie., 
bathing or showering, dressing, getting in or out 
of bed or a chair, using the toilet, eating, taking 
medication, and safety precautions. 
 
Physical abuse is the use of physical force that 
may result in bodily injury, physical pain, or 
impairment.  Physical abuse may include such 
acts as striking (with or without an object), 
hitting, beating, pushing, shoving, slapping, 
kicking, pinching, spitting at, and burning.  In 
addition, inappropriate use of chemical (drug) 
and physical restraints, force- feeding, and 
physical punishment of any kind also are 
examples of physical abuse.  
 
 
 

Misappropriation   
 
The deliberate misplacement, exploitation or 
wrongful use of an elder's belongings or money 
without consent. 
 
Verbal, emotional or psychological abuse is the 
infliction of anguish, pain, or distress through 
verbal or nonverbal acts.  It includes verbal 
insults, threats, intimidation, humiliation, and 
harassment.  In addition, treating an elder like an 
infant; isolation from his/her family, friends, or 
regular activities; giving the “silent treatment;” 
and enforced social isolation are examples of 
emotional/psychological abuse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gross Neglect is a form of abuse.  It is the willful 
deprivation of services which are necessary to 
maintain a person’s known obligations or duties.  
Gross neglect may also include the failure of a 
person who has a fiduciary responsibility to 
provide care for an elder (e.g., pay for necessary 
care).  Gross neglect typically means a refusal or 
failure to provide a person with food, water, 
clothing, shelter, personal hygiene, medicine, 
comfort, personal safety, and other essentials. 
 
Financial exploitation - Examples include but are 
not limited to cashing an elderly person's checks 
without authorization/permission, forging an older 
person's signature; misusing or stealing an older 
person's money or possessions, coercing or 
deceiving an older person into signing any 
document (e.g., contracts or will), and the improper 
use of guardianship, or power of attorney. 
 
Meet the Victim and the Abuser of Elder Abuse  
The victim is usually a female, age 75 or older with 
limited means, alone and vulnerable.  She or he is 
generally isolated from the world around them.  
 
The Abuser - The abuser may be the victim’s 
middle-aged child who is also the victim’s 
caregiver.  The abuser may even be the victim’s 
spouse or grandchild.  An individual without close 
family may be exploited by a “friend”.  If the 
individual resides in an institution, the abuser may 
be an employee of the facility or another resident of 
the facility may be the abuser. 
 
Signs of Financial Exploitation of the Elder Person 
The existence of financial exploitation “should be 
considered if the older person is suffering from 
substandard care in the home despite adequate 
financial resources, if the person seems confused 
about or unaware of his or her financial situation; or 
if the person has suddenly transferred assets to a 
family member.” 
 
 
 
 


